
The Story of God: The Bible as Narrative 

Introduction 

Context of Scripture 
 

 

How do we begin to approach the Bible properly as Narrative or Story 

You of course cannot “teach or read the whole story” every time you approach the text 

There are a number of ways though that I think work to make sure we approach it well 

The main goal simply is to a) understand and know the story so we can b) interpret what we are reading 

properly 

So one method is simply to know and understand the “whole story” and that is our main goal in this study 

Kind of a tops down approach 

Another essential piece is context…kind of a bottoms up approach 

 

Context is a huge the key  
Reading the Bible 'in context' is the first step in understanding the original intention of the writer. 

Context is the world of the Bible 

The Bible is geography, politics and economics 

It is the hills, valleys, mountain passes and cities 

It is political intrigue, alliances, desire for shipping lanes, and fear of the superpowers 

It is culture, climate and crops, and many of the same concerns we have today 

These are REAL PEOPLE in REAL PLACES in REAL EVENTS 

But when the Bible is removed from its original setting, it just seems mystical and less relevant 

 

Funny, the goal of the American church to some degree has been to make the Bible relevant 

“Seeker Sensitive” to me is a great example of this – Bill Hybels comment 

But in attempting to make it relevant we have removed the text from its original setting 

We need to stop trying to make the Bible RELEVANT to our lives 

Our job is to understand the relevance of God and HIS story, and thru that we are made relevant 

 

Context is one of our main goals and ways of doing this 

There we enter into the World of the text rather than trying to pull it into ours 

Again, KNOW WHAT IT MEANS TO THEM AND YOU MIGHT HAVE A CHANCE FOR YOURSELF 

 

So the question is, how do we ensure we understand the context of the Bible 

To know who the writers are, to then know what they are saying and what they intend 

To know than what it might have to do with us 

 

How I was taught = what comes before it and what comes after it 

Even though this is important, it is probably not even on my top 3 or 4 list now when I approach the text 

We have already said last week that perhaps THE most important aspect is simply knowing the Bible IS A 

STORY 

If you don’t know this, you can’t really make sense out of it 

How can you possibly stay in context to understand a passage if you don’t know how it fits 

 

 

1. Land 
The land of the Bible is the 'playing board of biblical history.' 

Much of the Bible's most compelling teaching is embedded in events played out on this board  

The Biblical writers knew the Land well…they lived in it right? 

And they thus ASSUME we know the Land well when they write (which of course is not correct) 



They don’t usually explain references to Land, they just speak them 

If you and I are talking, and I say I went for a ride on Mt. Diablo, I don’t need to explain that 

But if someone is here from say Wisconsin, and they have NEVER BEEN HERE BEFORE, they will have 

no idea where it is, what it looks like, how steep it is and difficult, how far from our town here 

It doesn’t need explanation to us…but we do not live in the Land of the Bible 

So we have virtually no idea where these places are, what they look like, and thus how they affect the Story 

Mountains, Valleys, Foothills, Desert, High Country, Springs and Rivers, Dangers, Fertility, what grows and 

lives and sustains and what doesn’t, Trade-Routes, Road systems and travel networks, Barriers, etc. 

 

David and Goliath – Why are the two sides stuck? 

 

John – Pool of Bethesda 

 

I grew up in the church 

I grew up either reading the Bible or having the Bible read to me 

It has become unfortunately too familiar to me – why is that a problem, specifically with Land? 

My eyes and mind have literally been trained to READ OVER geographic references 

My January trip to Israel – read, Prof would say STOP, where is that, does it matter 

 

When we finish this series, it is my hope that shortly after we will be doing a whole series on this topic 

We will essentially be doing a Bible Geography class to understand the world of the writers 

 

2. Culture 
We spent a lot of time doing this when we went thru the Gospel of Matthew 

We said Jesus lived during the Second Temple period (which of course requires knowledge of the Story) 

Jewish customs and adherence to the Torah for example were shaped during this time and had their own feel 

This was the time of the Rabbi 

There weren’t Rabbi’s during Abraham’s time for example 

Jesus was a Rabbi, specific to this time 

Jesus also spoke in Parables, which existed for a long time, but were particularly common during the Second 

Temple period 

Knowing the Rabbinical writings of Jesus’ time actually helps to unlock truths of His words 

 

Pete’s Sermon on John 10 – Feast of Dedication, history during inter-testament period, Judas Maccabees, 

Solomon’s porch 

 

If you don’t know culturally what is going on, you take a jaded view of the text 

History of Israel – shepherds, then in Egypt, brick makers, all of a sudden they are farmers, relying on the 

climate and rains to live, live amongst the Canaanites, Baal, suddenly it is still wrong but they aren’t idiots, 

some logic to it 

 

By culture we mean MATERIAL culture – how they lived, tools, food production, defenses, shelter, etc. 

We also mean Philosophical culture – how they thought, taught, learned 

If we know how people live and think, we can enter their everyday life and understand why they do what 

they do 

 

3. Language 
By language, I guess I mean at least two things 

a) Actual Language of the time 

There is the actual language used which is of course probably the hardest for us to get our arms around 

When I meet with David Eckman, he usually doesn’t even have an English Bible 

So I rely on him sometimes 



But there are also really helpful simple tools, books and software, to aid us 

 

b) Literary approach 

Poetry, history, letters, Law, Prophecy, etc. 

Examples – Job, Proverbs 

Books look historical and are very much out of order 

II Samuel, much of the Gospels 

Not necessarily the goal of the writer 

 

Small groups discussion on John 10 – Shepherding, 2 of the 7 I Ams – John’s own outline and goal 

 

Pete’s sermon on John – places it right after John 9 and blind guy – not relevant that it actually happened 

right after it, but John is placing the stories back to back for a particular reason 

 

4. The Story 
 

This is of course what we will now spend the bulk of our time on, almost exclusively 

We will attempt to survey the text at 40,000 feet in an attempt to have a basic understanding together 
 


